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Washington, N.C. 

Dear Mr. Mankiewicz, 

First, several apologies. I wrote you the enclosed letter as soon as I read the copy 
of it tliAt liad been sent me not knowing your address. I'd also forgotten thAt I had a new 
typewriter ribbon. For this reason and because I must sit with my legB olevated and with 
the typewriter to one side and because rxfcfci right now my fingertips are cracked, the 
typing is not wliat I'd like it to be. 

My purpose is not to embarrass you. Nor was tliat or liarming him in any way my pur- 
pose in my 2/b/'j1 letter to Oliver btone. I do regard what lie thereafter did as his do- 
ing and liis responsibility. 

It may not interest you, but I add that among those writing about political assassi- 
nations and their official investigations I am alone in eschewing theories that are pre- 
sented as credible and factual. There is no ouch theory in any of my seven published books. 
My work is a rather large and I tliink you will find accurate study of how the basic in- 
stitutions of our society, including the media, functioned in those times of great stress 
and since then. If you want credentials, I will provide tliem. 

beginning with ny first venous thrombosis in 1075 and despite a series of surgeries, 
several life-threatening, the most recent open-heart surgery with bypasses, I have devoted 
that energy and time remain to an effort to perfect the historical record of these great 
national tragedies. 

It is my belief that for representative society to be ablet to work as intended it 
is necessary for the people to be able to know the truth about major events. Consistent 
with this I interpret FOIA as making me surrogate for the people with regard to the rec- 
ords I get and I make them freely available to other writers. I do this despite knowing 

that virtually all will write what I do not agree with. No writer has tlie right to censor 

/v or 

any other writer and I have made no such effort, including by refusing accdss to this 

• <\ 

considerable volume of records some of which cannot be duplicated anywhere else. 

T}ie controversy in which you are now involved is not going to end before the movie is 
out or after it i*- It lias already begun abroad, too. 

I ask nothing of you. I expect nothing of you. I write to inform you. 




liar old Vieisberg 



Dear fttf. nmwdLewicz 

lie ifow York Vines story on the controversy over the Oliver -Stone film concludes, 
quoting you, "I'i.|tryicg to present a legitimate position for Oliver Ntone in tlie light 
of soi.ie of the uensationa^nd hostile stuff about liin." It also sayo tliat one of tlie 
reasons you were liired is oecnuse •>£ your prior connection with tlie Kennedy family. The 
latter fits nicely with Ilia "Conelot" pr -duct ion company and liis titling liin filn, 
wliich i 3 not about the Liar tyred ^ Vos: .do At, "JFK." Consistent with tliis, the coming; re- 
print of Jim Garrison's booK, "On the Trail of the Assassins," the one trail Garrison 
never took, also has been retitled, "JFK." 

Tlie story errs, perliaps with assistance, in stating t)iat tliis controversy is "be- 
Cause the news nedf^L liave criticized lb*. stone's defense of *»r. Garrison's conspiracy 
theories." 

I do not laiow wliat kr.itone lias told you. I also do not laiow whether or not you 
care about wliat your clients have you defending, forgotten but not lost in liistory is 
one mistake you made when you worked for ltobert -wonnedy and lie was opnaaoinated.You 

or tern tiiat he liad asked yo. to read the bodes critical of the JFK assassination 
you liad told then there was nothing in them. You could not have said tliis hon- 
estly. uy first of six booles on the JFK assassination, which is an analysis of the Warren 
report and espouses no theories at all, also the first book oh t(*at subject, lias no error 
in it^. There are few errors in the books tliat fol..owed nine and you could have read. I 
write to let you laiow wliat you are now involved ih, not your client's version but the 
truth. Truth, alas, is sorietliing hejf has trouble stating even by accident. 

I tho of>o who started the exposure of wliat hr. Gtone is reul^up to. He knov/s it, 
whetlier or no* lie told you, because I warned liin before he siatfi’ed sliooting. .'11 enclose 
my letter to liin of February 0, lyyi. If lie liad not g von you the otlier letters I wrote 
him and if you'd like copies, I'll provide then. 

ns you can see. I told him, of personal lsioviledgo, as soon as I learned tliat lie was 

basing Ida book on Garrison's unabashed dishonesty in *£ rewriting Ids own liistory tliat 

€ he would i>n producing a fraud and a .travesty. This v/as not because Garrison advanced 

conspiracy theories but because ho lied over and over again and because la?, btono, begimdng 

not later than when he promoted tliis filn mid Ids "Doors" when it was released, ut" sfc/iiTg, 

h i * . - . , 

and I use Ids words, tliat Ids new filn would tell the people their ldstory* who lCLl_ed 

« * ** *• 
their l Resident , why and liow. 

If i or. Stone lia^said tliat Ids film would bo non-fiction he would liave the unquest- 
ionable right to say anytliing at alt tliat he wants to. but tlie truth is tliat lie said wliat 
I quote above over and over again for quite sons tine, ^ong after he lain.* tlie truth from 
mo he repeated those exact word, save for a single qualification, "we think," i^elore "who, 
to a New Orleans reporter. Tliis was uftdr he filmed in Dallas. 



told rep 
and tliat 



Uoing along with this representation and many other tldn :a hr. ->tone did to tell the 
. or id tJift+ he was aticidlng scrupi^ouirtV with the actualities, like ronodeliug the build- 
ing fro* t which (ill the shots were fired, according to the official "solution," lie also 
said over and over again thn'jhe had the nos prospected researchers’* vorldng for and with 
him. f flds was a kiowing and deliberate lie. W:.th the single e;;cption of those he named, 
a d lie lias avoided nailing names, ,-fji eminent .>ntholo*dst, ho surrounded liiuself witli those 
who 1: iow notliiug at nil about tlie fact tliat lias been established, some, notoriously en- 
tirely indifferent to fact. He has relied on those who invent theories tha~ for tx.e moat 
cart are untenable. N As k 1 ^ 

*4 . % 

Consistent with tills, lie lias boasted, again repeatedly, tliat he lias included al:. 
the information tliat lias cone to light since the barren -toport. a bigger lie even he would 
have trouble stating, and a*;ain £ luibe pa ’sonal kuowle-ige. 

By neons of about a dozen A)Iti lawsuits I*ve obtained about a tliird of a million ;>ages 
of once-uithhold government assassination records, Mostly those of tlie itLil. about a char- 
ter ojp' a million poises relate the the JlfrC assassination. hot only is it well kiown in tlie 
field tliat I i alee all these records available to nil writers, Ctone did know tills. ^ has 
not asked for ac ess to a single page, nor lias lie asked me to nail hin a copy of any. 

tis you laiow if you road George Hardier s story in tlie Waslmngton 'kost, the story 
tliat tri{£gered all those tliat followed, you know tliat I wa3 hia source. I liad been given 
a copy of the script- Hr. otone calls no a tliief - and along with copies of uv records 

of : *y ovni rolationsliip with Garrison and wliat - did to prevent one of Ills more Monstrous 

adventures, tliis was the basis of lordlier' s story, .despite lir. btone's contrary c loins, 
there is no error in lordlier' s story. Net* if *H 4Ht;j U*' j** V J 

When the i\)at printed a second version of wliat iir. btone ashed it to publish, I ^fefae 

wi^ote At*. -•tone again. Vluit he responded to through his "research coordinator." It was a 

thinly-liidden effort to bribe ne. I rejected it, letter without response, as are also 

a 

several other letters when 1 learned tliat he liad the col^sal gall to be telling reporters 
tiiat I waii "helping" him, a lie repeated by Ids co-author, olclnr. 

dhoe-er led Bernard Ueinraub to writejin the Vinos tliat "at issue in the film... L& the 
contention tliat tlie assassination was tlie result of a conspiracy" succeeded in (getting liin 
to misstate the fact! and misdirect attention. Hor isjtlio defense of Garrison's theories?*/ 
(Imagine, clun^ng an innocent nail with conspir ing to ld.ll a President on the basis of a 
theory only and a novie then being made of tliis trulj outruf^ous indecency! ) 

Vhe real question is of lir. ^tone's misleading more people than any tiling since the 
.iarron A *oport and in the cou ’no of tliis linking a hero of the loan who perpetrated tliis 
fraud and travesty, or /*fr. ^tone's right to rewrite our tragic history and tell the world 
it is a true account. 
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iiy letter of February gave iir. °tone al . the time he needed to do a different movie 
on the o/twe subject. I offered liim all tie additional information lie needed, asking no- 
thing in return, ile asked no no question, wuntod no other information, and proceeded with 
what tliis, too, no.:es it clear tliat he exploiting and commercializing "the crime of 
the century f M the crime tliat turned the uoild around. 

un tliis basis alone, tlr . ^tone is lula own victim. r fhere lias been no campaign a ;ainst 
him by the " establishing press, as he lia-t represented. even claims tliat because he 
says tliat Gardner is a "Ola" reporter, another lie, the Cla is out to ge t liim find block 
his movie. 

I an not ula. It, the Fiil and other agencies 1 linve sujed do not like me. iiml I 
, mWi no criticism published after I started all of tills that is not factual, all the 
misstatements, usual y overt lies, liave been by or on belialf of Hr. ~tone. 

Ho has as much ri ;ht to public-relations counsel ns ho lias to a fcaiy lawyer and you 
liave every ri h z to provide liim with tliis counsel. 

At; purpose in writing you is to let you know wliat you are really into, as I told liim, 

I tell y^u, I'll answer any questions to the best of my ability and you are welcome to 
access to not only all Z got by. tliis iOlL litigation but to My records relating to Garrison. 

In tliis regard I encourage you to read with care wliat I told lir. rftone about how 
Garrison was about to commemorate the fifth anniversary of the JFk assassination and how, 
when asked by liis staff, I prevented tliat, and wliat he then did, all so utterly falsely 
handled id both the book and the movie, 

r Dlds alone - and ^r. -•tone did not question it - told liim /ill lie needed to iaiow 
about how much he could depend on Garrison's word about anytliing - yet he ignored it and 
proclaimed tliat he would record their liistory for the people and tell then who ldlled 
their President, why a-d how. 
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